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Satire’s my weapon; but P'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

fT only wear it in a land of Electors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, skarpers, and direciors.— Pore. 


ee 
PERSPECTIVE AND RETROSPECTIVE GLANCE AT OUR 
DOMESTIC AND FORE!IGN RELATIONS, 


—i__ 


Taxation encreased during Peace —Ministcrial Juggling—Case between 
the Fnndholders and Landholders fairly stated—The Nation at 


large no Party to the Dispute—Paralizing Effect of the Debt 
and Necessity of its Removal. 


i 
THE great reduction of taxation, proposed by the new Chan- 


gellor of the Exchequer, has quite. delighted several of our 
Opposition Members; while, of course, ail the Ministerial 
Jourfials are quite enraptured at the prosperous state of our 
finances, which enables.the Minister to take off so much of the 
public burdens. The later are only pursuing their vocations, 
and wevare not at all disposed to be angry with them: Whiat- 
ever their masters do, they must praise. When it was said 
there were too many mouths by their prompters, they re-echoed 
the ery through all the windings of their, dark* and circuitous 
career, of “ too much population;’ and Mr. Malthus was heid 
up as the only political ecouomist of the day, who had hit upon 
an adequate remedy for the national distress. If the tide had 
not changed with the fall in the prices of provisions, it would 
have been speedily proposed to preclude the necessity of seud- 


ing to Italy for musical castratos, by performing the operation 
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at home ; and, as polygamy has been found to be unfavorable to 
population, it might have been introduced in England, upon the 
principle of Mr. Scarlett’s Bill, that as the poor who could not 
keep wives, ought not to be permitted to marry; so the rich 
might be allowed, by Act of Parliament, to hive as many wives 
as they could keep, even if they should amount to the number 
supposed to be enjoyed by King Solo:nsn of old! 

‘Phe tide, however, did turn. Either by preventing one class 
from eating as much as it could, or by an unlucky determina- 
tion on the part of Providence to discredit the pontical abilities 
ef Lord Liverpool, provisions became so plentiful, that no 
market could be found for them ;—then was set up the cry of 
too much food: aud if the Deity bad not fortunately been out 
of the reach of an ex-officio, either the Attorney General for 
England, or Ireiand, might have filed one against him, for sedi- 
tiously disturbing the King’s peace, by suffering his people to 
riot in too much abundance! Every fine and seasonable day 
would have afforded matter for a separate count in the indict- 
ment; and good weather for a series of years would have 
amounted at least to constructive treason against the King’s Ma- 
Jesty, and the Constitution ‘as by law established ;"" in which 
it is clearly implied, that wheat ought to be fifteen shillings 
per bushel, and the wages of the labourer nine or ten shillings 
per week ! 

Long and loudly did the Ministers contend that there was 
no distress; and then the Ministerial Journals reprobated a3 
loudly, the ingratitude and folly of the people, wlo were igno- 
rant of the blesstugs they enjoyed ; and inspatient to get rid ot 
their greatest good, the taxes! A grave, venerable, and learned 
Judge (who lias recently been called upon as a witness as to thre 
sanity of Lord Portsmouth) solemnly declared from the seat 
of judginent, that taxes were blessings of the first magnitude ; 
and that they ought to be cherished as finding food for the 
labourer, while they afforded the rich man the means of accu- 
mulating riches! Lord Peter’s sweatin, in the Tale of a Tub, 


that brown bread was very capital mutlon, was trifling to this: 
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hut the simpletons who heard it, and whose every sense must 
have revolted against it, acquiesced by their silence in the mou- 
strous proposition; and all the ministerial hirelings re-echoed 
the blessings of taxation to a wondering race ! 

The Prime Minister, Liverpool, and the Great Manager of 
the House of Commons, (the suicide Castlereagh) next adopt- 
ed a modification of this doctrine; and the Ministerial Journals 
followed them as readily as ecaves repeat sounds, or a3 the 
weathercock receives the impulse of the wind. ‘Taxes were no 
longer contended to be absolute blessings ; but they were pro- 
nounced to be providential inflictions, which it would be 
better to bear than not to bear; and to oppose which, with au 
“jonorant impatience,’ would be to fly in the face of Heaven, 
and to attempt to counteract the natural course of events ! This 
nonsense, if it merit no worse a name, was as loudly reverbe- 
rated, and as passively heard, as every preceding delusion. It 
vas boldly contended that to reduce the taxation, could not do 
any good, nor afford any relief; nay, that it would absolutely 
do mischief; for that Government could not buy produce, if it 
did not first take the money out of the pockets of the people, to 
buy it with!—and that it would be far better to lay on more 
taxes, to buy up the corn and meat, and raise up more soldiers 
to eat them, (if they even dic nothing else) than fo take off any 
of the existing taxation. John Bull, that animal whose gaping 
throat is capacious enough to swallow the whale which swal- 
lowed Jonah, swallowed this, not without wry faces, but with- 
out any thought whatever of RESISTING such CRAMMING 
wilh POISONOUS FALSEHOOD. His stomach is far 
greater than his spirit; and lis credulity is greater than his 
cowardice. 

TIME, however, drove the ministry to the admission that 
there was something like distress to be met with occasionally : 
—nay, that there might be a dittde, a very little real distress 
among the agriculturists, and landholders ; but they contended 
that it would soon pass away; and they would kindly alleviate 
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its burthens in some degree, to accelerate its termination. They 
accordingly took off a few taxes:—and then their minions, who 
had declared that to repeal any portion of the taxes would be 
productive of incalculable evil, turned calmly round, without 
shame, apology, or explanation, and claimed the thanks and 
gratitude of the people for their masters, for having begun to 
ruin the nation by taking off taxes, instead of blessing it by 
Hnposing new oues! 

That such things should praise the administration of the day ; 
let it do what it will, however contradictory, wicked, mischiev- 
ous, or absurd—let it sanction murder, at noon-day, or de- 
scend to the vilest buffoonery—is to be expected. It is their 
vocation. They dare not write what they think, nor say what 
they believe—but like players of parts set down for them, 
whether the play be the “ Hypocrite” or the “ Liar,” they are 
to be found at their posts—because their salary depends upon 
their appearance. They have no public duty, for they serve 
not the public. The Courier is as much the slave of the Trea- 
sury, as any ordinary messenger of that honourable board.— 
The Post isa pillar on which the Ministry afix their placards. 
The John Bu/t is an impudent brute hired to carry the Mims- 
terial bageage, in the foul ways \hat a beast of any decent 
habits would refuse to budge through. What is said or 
done, by or with such things, is of no more value than the 
oath of an hired witness, or the testimony of a perjured slave 
in behalf of his master. 

But when we find men who have some pretension to characters 
lauding the Ministry to the skies, for having done one-tenth 
part of their duty, after refusing to discharge any part of it for 
years, weare somewhat disappointed, and still more ashamed 
that legislators can be found possessed of so little sagacity and 
discrimination. ~ If -we look at what bas been done, we shall 
find that the war taxation has been reduced somewhat less 
than one-fourth, while the price of produce has fallen nearly 
one half. The result of this is, not merely that there has been 


NO REDUCTION of TAXATION ;—but that the TAXA 
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TION is MATERIALLY ENCREASED, notwithstanding the 
PRETENDED REDUCTION, We have before pzessed this 
matter on the consideration of the public, and our sagacious 
statesmen ; yet the latter will not confine themselves to the plain 
demonstration of this truth; but busy themselves with me- 
taphysical enquiries about standards of value, the price of gold» 
and alterations of the currency :—all of whicti subjects adinit 
of much altercation, and furnish disputes which may puzzle 
plain men, who could, however, easily comprehend a clear aud 
unanswerable fact. It is admitted, on all hands, that taxation 
ultimately resolves itself into a demand of a certain quantity of 
the produce of the soil. All that contribute to it in any way, 
whether in a commercial or manufacturing point of view, only 
transfer to the treasury the power of obtaining this produce, in 
its various shapes, and results. To ascertain, then, the compa- 
tative burthen of taxation, compare the quantity of produce, 
which the revenues of two periods will obtain ;—and, though 
the amount of the taxation may be /essin figures. if the sum 
will obtain moe produce, then the taxation is greater, and 
not dess: for figures ar2 but arbitrary marks of wrerr- 
tain value, while the quantity of produce taken for the 
use of the government is a certain standard of the pressure 
of taxation. Upon this ground, the opposition ought to take 
their immoveable stand ; and proceed to shew that the minis- 
ter has taken more from the labour of the people during the 
seven years of peace that we have: had, than was taken cn the 
average of seven years of the highest war taxation! Then 


the pretence of reducing the taxes would be duly appreciated 


by the people at large! ‘Then it would be seen what degree of 


faith ought to be placed upon ministerial professions of a desire 
to be economical! And then the execration of the country 
would attend the barefaced jobs, and wanton waste of the 
public money, Which are now considered as matters of mere 
course, and the invariable custom of office. 

When the revenue amounted to sixty-seren million pe 
énnuin, that sum would have only have purchased 
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eighteen millions of quarters of wheat. Now the revenue is 
fifty-seven millicns; aud that sum will purchase twenty-seven 
millions of quarters of wheat. So that the nation is now 
paying nine millions of quarters of wheat MORE for its go- 
vernment, in a time of profound peace, than it did when it had 
a hundred thousand soldiers in arms, a navy superior to that of 
the whole world combined, and maintaimed a war against the 
most gigantic power that had ever been created in the world 
About one-half as much more is now taken from the land to feed 
a peace establishment of staffs without armies, Generals with- 
out commands, Adiirals without fleets, and Officers without 
offices! We are told that the agents of the war, the naval, 
and military forces, are to be provided for. Little indeed is 
the provision made for tle bulk of either,—for the deserving of 
the army and navy; but if they were all as amply fed, and as 
well clothed, how could they cost so much MORE than they 
did then! The same amount, in reference to the quantity 
of produce, would assuredly serve them now, as well as then 
Most of them, however, reduced to halfpay, receive less than 
they did ; and yet the aggregate of consumption is thus enor- 
mously encreased! If there be not “something rotten in the 
* state of Denmark,” there is au absorbent somewhere that 
needs discovery! And where shall we find it? In the main- 
tenance of war salarics throughout all the Argher departments 
of the state! In the refusal to lower to a peace estimate, in 
cheap times, those salaries that were raised to a war estimate, 
in dear times! ‘There was a period, when the twelve hundred 
thousand pounds of the civil list, could scarcely draw from the 
land twelve hundred thousand bushels of wheat: and we have 
lately seen that the same sum would take from the farmer four 
million eight hundred thousand bushels. One million became 
equivalent to what four millions had been ; and yet the million 
was not reluced to one quarter of a million, or to one half of 
a million ; but was left to take away four times as much as it 
was Intended to take when viven. And yet Ministers have the 


morstrous aucacity to tell us that the taxes are REDUCED! 
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in the face of this evident and enormous encrease. In 1798, 
the civil list amounted but to $98,0001. ; though our late very 
gracious Monarch was burdened with a very large family, and 
wheat was considerably dearer than it ts at present. It is now 
encreased one third, though our present gracious Monarcia has 
neither wife, nor family: and though all others who are quar- 
tered upon it, may live now cheaper than they could in 1798. 

The official salaries are one of the sluices into which the 
public wealth is drained. We pay an tadiflerent politician, for 
representing England in America, a greater sum than the Pre- 
sident of that country receives for actually presiding at the 
head of the executive department of a realm nearly as popu- 
lous as Britain, and more than ten times as extensive, The 
Americans, a judicious and prudent race, find no difficulty in 
finding the greatest talent, at very moderate prices; and though 
it were true, which we are satisted if ¢s vot, that our great 
men would not serve us if their wages were reduced, we 
should rather benefit than lose by their retirement from our 
employment. 

The second sluce into which the national resources are drain- 
ev, isthe funds. But the farmer has not the same complaint 
against the fundholder that he has against the prodigality of 
office. ‘Lhe actual holder in the fonds, placed his money there 
upon the supposed security of the nation. It was the business 
of tie landed interest to have prevented the establishment of 
the funding system. [t was their business to know that it was 
a monster which would devour them. They fostered it to spare 
themselves, little dreaming it would feed on their own vitals, in 
tts advancing age. Nothing *,2¢ the meanness of a sordid and 
cowardly spirit «ould have ever agreed to anticipate the netional 
resources, by burthening posterity with the taxation of unborn 
generations, What is thought of the spendtbrift: and the pro- 
digal father, who morteages his estates to supply his profligate 
Waste, and leaves his children a nominal heritage, but im reality 
only the shadow of a claim to that which is in the possession 


of another 2 Does not all society execrate such a beine 2 The 
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funding system, has done worse than this : for the prodigal father 
cannot bind his children and their posterity to labour upcn 
their patrimenial soil, for the benetit of the new holder, and to 
make good claims w hich the estate will not satisfy. It their father 
leaves them no benefit, he can impose no burthen upon them. 
They can abandon the estate to the claims of the morteazee ; and 
whether it will satisfy him, or not, he has no controul over them 
The funding sy stem however, has done what a father would do, 
who should alienate his patrimony, and bind his children and 
their posterity, to labour for the new lord, in order to defray 
the obligations contracted by their wicked and thoughtless 
progenitor. The whele land is mortgaged to the fundholders, 
of whom the government, with the assistance of the army, are 
the agents and managers. Those who call lands their own, 
must out of their first proceeds, pay the demand of the fund- 
holders:—anc if there be no surplus, —which is now the case in 
many instances, and must be shortly in all—what is the vatue 
ofiheland? f{t neither repays the cost of cultivation, nor the 
price of occupation! Nor is this the worst. Those who have 
no land, those who labour for a mere existence, and can barely 
tind it in the best of tines, are all m ortgaged with the Lond, to 
secure the payment of the taxes iy every free-born 
Englishman is pawned to the fundholder, for the payment of 
interest on a capital which has been ener away, as far as it 
consisted of money; but which for the most part has been 
accumulated by the mere powers of the multiplication table, 
without having existed in the shape of wealth at all. 

Yet the actual fundholder, who has given consideration in the 
fruits of his labour, has a claim upon the country. He may 
have been unwise—-but not so unwise as the country at large 
has been culpably negligent of its own interest. ‘The result 
has shewn that the fundholder has made the best bareain of the 
two; but itis not to be denied that the landholders and the 
agriculturi rists Jhought the odds on their side when they ratified 
the compact. T he fundholder r throughout has had the best of 
it, but the landed interest did not imagine that he would. It 
was a speculation on both sides, which could only answer ou 
one; and that one was the fundholder. When funds were 
low, be obtained great interest for his money. Now they are 
high, and his capital is proportionately encreased. The landed 
mterest was not wise -enough to foresee that this must be the 
result, or Mr. Pitt would have been burnt in effigy, instead of 
being hailed as the heaven-born idol of a race of tools! 

With reference to the two parties, the landed mterest have no 
night to complain of the funding. system; for it was a creature 
of their own adoption ; and though it has 


rumed them, they 
Rive no ereater claim for restitution, then 
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who laid and lost @ fair wager. When the landed gentry call 
upoa the fundholders to contribute to the poor-rates, county- 
rates, tythes, the maintenance of prisons, dyc. the latter have 
aright to reply —“ No—we did uot lend our money under 
a * such conditions, If tke minister had proposed them when 
“he required loans, we would have had more interest for our 
money, or greater bonuses for the advances, to indemnify our- 
“ selves for the greater risk, and less profit of tue spec culation. It 
was because we were offe red advantageous terms that we 
advanced our money:—and to Impose fresh conditions after 
“the contract is ratified is both unjust and dishonorable.” ‘To 
this the landed interest have no reply. They pledged themselves, 
almost unanimously, to the fundholder, They talked of their 
lives and last guineas with all the devotion of pretended 
martyrs:—and for them tocomplain, with whatever reason, of 
evils they have brought upon themselves, is ridiculous, and 
childish. They may say they did not know to what their con- 
duct would lead; and we may give them credit for a due de- 
sree of ignorance, and simplicity, but we cannot release them 
from the consequences they have entailed upon themselves, 
out of any compassion for their folly. 

sut as fur as the nation is concerned; it may justifiably 
interfere. ‘The multitude have neither been parties to the 
loaning, nor to the pledges given in security. The mass have 
either a Sa fraudulently duped, or tyrannically coerced into 
subinission to these proceedings. ‘They have borrowed nothing 
—they have guaranteed nothing. ‘They bave received no ad- 
vaatage, and are bound by ino  oblig: ition. ‘Their portion has 
been thankless labour, and toil without reward. They have 
been taxed to the half of their earn ings, tor the advantage of 
those with whom they had no interest in common: —they ‘have 
been compelled to s shed their blood in contests fore: gn to their 
interests, and opposite to their welfare. But they have signed 
nv bond—they have not engaged to discharge the debt of their 
Oppressors; and their representatives would take care that an 
arrangement was made to relieve them from the pressure. We 
Will not call such an arrangement, an equitable one— because 
neither in equity nor in justice ought the people to pay debts 
contracted to their injury, and not for their benefit ;—but we 
will say that a generous arrangement might be affor de d by the 
nation, wien cmancivated from its borough fetters ; by which 
all honest fundholders might be prot tected from the total ruin, 
Which, if the parliament be not reformed, will certainly over- 
take all those who have entrusted their property in the hands 
of the minister upon the faith of boroughmonger security. 

The resources of the country are vet talked of, but where 
are they?) Do they exist in our commerce? That i: a con. 
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tincent dependance which the events of a twelvemonth night 
dissolve in empty air, Do they depend upon Our ma nufac- 
tures? They can only flourish, becuase acriculture is at its 
lowest ebb? Is it in the soil? That can only be kept in cul- 
tivation, by an immense sacrifice. No—if we have any re- 
sources, they yore alone in the courage and imtelligerce o} 
tke people. All else is gone, almost to the last shilling, except 
2 fallacions system of finance, which under pretence of helping 
us out, sinks us at every step the deeper in our disicu'ties, 

In this eaten, we can oats look for examples by whieh to 
profit, to those stafes which have set about regenerating them. 
selves. Spain wee Portugal present themselves— both strug: 
gling with similar didicultics : rising from the same causes, 
misgoverninent, and an anticipating system of fnance—and 
only experiencing greater distress, because their paper bubbles 
have already burst, aud fours i s still floating in the air. Let 
us not flatter ourselves that it will always float. It is composed | 
of the same materials, and is subject to the same vicissitudes 
as theirs. The laws of nature will make vo exception in our 
favour. The “ hand-writing upon the wall” has pronounced 
the certain explosion of all “such things. ‘Therefore let us be 

. preparing for the result. ‘Those countries have found some ex 
tensive resources, in the enormous revenues of the Church. This 
resource “ve have in common with them ; aud when the nation- 
al resources are again spoken of in England, let it be known 
that this resourceis included, Portugal affords us an excellent 
lesson onthis head. In the sitting of the Cortes of that coun- 
try. on the 10th instant. M. Moura, speaking of the want 
of means, says—‘ We cannot expect them from the people, who | 
« are burthened, nor from the merchauts who are distressed. 

‘‘ Let us apply then to the RICH and PRIVILEGED classses ! 
* Those who have hitherto LIVED by PRIVILEGES ought to 
“ provide for the expenses which are necessary tous. All this 

should be included in the reportof the Committee. [ re- 

‘ serve myself until then. We shall see whether there are 

means—and whether there is strength to go and seek them 

where they are to be found.” | 

his spirited Meinber of the Lisbon Cortes afterwards made 

a specific proposition, to the effect that ‘ all’ commanders of 

ae four military orders should give uy to the public Trea- 

“ry THREE PARTS of the net rece its a their comman- 
eries:—the ecel:stastieal corporations, THREE PARTS of 

eds revenues, aud the Bishops and aie hops the excess 

“of their revenue above four tn of reas.” These may be 

called extreme measures; but what a nation confers in its 

bounty, it may justifiably resume jn i118 necessities; and the 

dangers that threaten Spain and Portus: 
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tion ourselves, and should induce us to be prepared for the 
result, whatever it may be. Portugal is not mentioned as the 
object of the crusade of the Holy Allies. The Portuguese 
senator 4efore quoted, says—"" France, instivated by an impla- 
“cable faction, attempts to interfere by force of arms, with 
“the internal affairs of Spain. Portugal, though not named, 
“is included in this aggression; since it is nol territory, but 
« PRINCIPLES that are the object of this insolent, hypoeri- 
“tical, and unjust attempt. And while Spain is providing 
“soldiers, arms, ammunition, and money, shall we be still? — 
“No: it 1s necessary to shew to every body, that the analogy 
“of the institutions of the two Peninsular Powers, has mate 
‘them contract a tet of the strictest alliance for their com- 
“mon defence against the barbarous tyranny of the European 
“ Oligarehs ; and 1 th. it one of them must rise in defence of the 
” other, since the inde pe ndence of one cannot perish without 
‘the destruction of the independence of the other. What de 
“these Kings seek? ‘They tell us very clearly. No comment 
“isnecessary. They seek to con: solidate the system of servilism, 
“10 replace on the throne of privileges, ( CIVIL ARISTO. 
“CRACY, and SACERDOTAL ARISTOCRACY!! Nei- 
“ther Spain nor Portugal can suffer this, I, at least, will die 
“in the struggle, and am content to sacrifice my life to so noble 
“acanse. I prefer death to avy concession i this respect !” 

This is something like senatorial language; and something 
very unlike the languag ro generally heard in a place which one 
of its admirers describes as the “ Temple of Humbug!” Yet 
the same attack upon principles would implicate England, as 
well as Portugal; for it is cer/ain, though our institutions are 
corrupt, and the age degenerate and servile, that the laws of 
England are not the gift of its Monarchs, any more than the 
new Institutions of Spain are the gift of Ferdinand. All our 
liberties have Leen the result of REV OLUTIONS, neither so 
rational in their arrangements, nor so temperate in their exe- 
cution, as those of Spain and Portugal. So that, if tlie Holy 
Allies succeed in « conquering the Peninsula, they must tarn 
their arms against Britain, to complete their work. And sup- 
posing them to have the power, what can guarantee us against 
the ‘sotiee ition to attack us? Nothing but ‘the thunder of our 
cannon: and it behoves us to be so prepared to vive them wel- 
come, that the mere bint at such a measure should draw down 
upon their heads the m-st exemplary vengeance; and the im- 
pious tdol, blasphemousty set up as the God of St. Louis, 
against the Gay | of Justice , be dashed, with its idolators, from 
the pectest i, and trampled in the dust— 

Their tomb— where they would c rng uest boast! 
* Their funeral tears—the blood of all their host! 


\re we pre ne for this? No! Are we preparing ? No 
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Instead of throwing off our burthens, and stringing our nerves 
for fresh exertions, we are idly endeavouring to tolter on under 
our load of ancient imperfcetions, inherent defects, modern 
corruptions, inveterate abuses, rauk jobs, profligate expenditures, 
wanton wastes, an overwhelming debt, an enormous taxation, 
and other mensjrous rates and levies, that it might tire the 
patience of a Job even to enumerate. Expedient piled upon 
expedient, is daily added to the load; but no one dares attempt 
to relieve us from it. All that our statesmen dare propose is 
to remove the weight occasionally from one shoulder to the 
uther—to ease it a little on one side, or to balance it a little 
more evenly :—and then they tell us how much they have done 
for us—when in truth they had better let us alone, ‘than weary 
and torment us with vain endeavours to cheat us out of our 
feelings, without lessening our burthens. 

It is thus states fade in their apparent might, and fall into 
oblivion, as individuals follow each other to the silent grave. 
Greatness once achieved, it is imagined will remain for ever. 
The basis upon which it was founded is neglected. Prop after 
prop gives way and is disregard ed. While the battlements 
remain all is deemed secure ; until some unanticipated shock is 
felt, and the whole neds to its fall, and crumbles into ruin. 
Anxious that the fate of Britain should be retarded, to the 
remotest period, we have been earnest in our warning; but 
Troy was lost althongh a prophet warned; and a book more 
quoted than attended to proclaims, that *‘ the voice of wisdom 
‘* crieth aloud in the streets, but no man regardeth her.” 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
—(— 0-—— 
From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 
THE FRENCH TURNED PAGANS-—-FNQUIRY AFIER THE GODOE sf 
LOUIS.—POSTSCRIPT TO MR. CANNING 
Respected Yellow Friend, 

I have some hopes, on thy arrival in Europe, to be 
able to provide for thee, upon thine own pagan principles, 
‘houldst thou refuse to embrace the cliristian faith, after a 
full and fair investigation of its merits. I am not certain, that 
there are not a great many pagans here i in England ; men, n- 
deed, who are not haif so good as pagans, though, by the 
courtesy of England, they are caiied christians, and permiited io 
enter the temples, where they Worship —juast what they please 

-a new bonnet, or pretty face, or a great pair of red whiskers, 
that, like others furs, embellish situations, that never could 
have produced them, 
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But in France, the whole nation has proclaimed itself actually 
Pagan: or what is the same thing, the court has made the pro- 
clamation for the people, and ordained to fall them before a 
certain idol, made by some silly artificer of such wares, and 
called the “ God of St. Louis!” What sort of “a god” it is, 
has not been published; but if the deity is to be judged of by 
the saint after whom it has been named, it must be as barba- 
yous as any demon, and as ugly as one of the monsters 
adored by the savages of Siam. 

This is the eighteenth Louis that has been seated, or was 
to have been seated upon the throne of France; but the devil 
of a saint havine been among the whole lot of them, has there 
been heard of before. Fools, knaves, and madmen, there have 
been plenty of the name, and some have united two or more of 
tle characters, but the saintship of any of the family is quite 
a modern discovery: and quite as great a miracle as ever 
Priest performed in the art of metamorphosing great men into 
saints. However weare told the French are going to cut the 
throats of the Spaniards, under the peculiar patronage of the 
God of St. Louis! and having made for themselves both a 
deity and a saint, out of such very queer materials, we may 
expect something very momentous from the crusade. 

It cannot be the present Louis, who ts called the saint ; for 
Kings are very seldom saints while they are alive ; and it must 
take a tolerable roasting in purgatory before they are purged 
of royal dross sufficiently for canonization. But if we might 
presume that the present Louis was meant, we might also guess 
that he would have his household idol made in the form of what 
he liked best; and then it might appear tm the shape of a 
goose, ora capon, or a sucking pig ; and his chief cook would 
be likely to supercede thee in the office of chief-priest, as bein 
most likely todress out the idol for the benefit of saint Louis ! 
Others say that the saint Louis must mean the rufhan, Louis 
Xl; whoto evince his qualifications for saintship in the true 
orthodox mode, ordered the children of the Duke de Nemours, 
(who was beheaded on the halles at Paris, after having been long 
shut up in an iron cage and tortured by the rack) to be dragged 
Under the scaffold of judicial murder, and the gaping planks 
Poured down upon the children the blood of their father !— 
After this, drenched as they were in their fathers blood, they 
Were thrown into holes in the bastile, of an inverted conical 
form, so that their feet and bodies could find no place to rest 
upon. They were dragzed out twice a week to be flogged : 
and once every three months to have a tooth drawn out. In 
consequence of this horrible refinement upon diabolical cruelty, 
the eldest died raving mad ; and the last surviving, did not re- 


cover his liberty until the death of the royal bloodhound, after 
seven years of such confinement! 
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This, my friend, must assuredly be the sainé: and the demon 
which inspired this liorrible treatment must be the mock deity 
in whose name it is proposed to deluge spain with blood ; to 
carry the scourge of murderous war, licentious brutality, and 
reckless rapine, to the extreme verge of a nation gulity only 
asserting itsright io freedom andto happiness. Yes, my friend, 
this must be the saint; and this the idol under which the Chris- 
tian Pagans propose to renew the murderous ceremonies of 
their abominable creed. THE BLACK DWARBE. 


P. S. 1 pray thee forget not the juggler. Mr. Canning 
is making fresh blunders. every day. I should have told thee 
before, that he says he will oppose all alteration in ‘the system, 
because it has carried the nation through many difficulties. 
Thou wilt see this was no great reason why it should not be 
mended, when out of repair; aay more than that thy old 
garments should never be replaced with new ones, because they 
have once served thy purpose, and kept out the weather. This, 
however, is a matter | think I shall be able to make Mr. 
Canning understand myself;—but let not that retard thy 
voyage, for we liave great need of thee for other matters. 


 — «4 se a 


MR. OWENS OPINION ON THE SUBJECT OF RELIGION. 

Ina letter to the Editor of The Limeric k Chronicle, Mr. 
Owen gives the following explanation of his views respecting re- 
ligion, in answer to a eall froma Correspondent of that Jour- 
nal :— For nearly forty years [ have studied the religious sys- 
tems of the world, with the most sincere desire to disco. ‘er one 
that was devoid of errer; cne to which my mind and soul 
could consent ; but the more l have examined the faiths and 
practices which they have produced, the more error in each has 
been made manifest to me, and Tam now prepared to say that 





all, without a single exception, contain too much error to be of 


any utility in the present advauced state of human mind.— 
‘There are truths in each rel igiou, as Well as errors in all; but 
if I have not been too much prejudiced by early education and 
surrounding circun stances, to judge impartially between them, 
there are more valuable truths in the Christtan ote sree than 
in others—but a religion to be pure and undetiled, and to pro- 
duce the proper effect upon the life and conduct of every hu- 
man being, and to become universal, must be so true that al! who 
run may read, and so reading, may fully comprehend, A religion 
of this character must be dev oid of forms ceremonies and myste- 
ries, for these constitute the errors of all the existing systems, and 
of all those which have hitherto created anger, and produced 
violence and bloodshed throughout society : A religion devoid 
of error will uot depend for its support upon any name what 
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ever. No name, not even Deity itself, can make falsehood 
true—no name, not even the Deity itself, can make truth into 
falsehood. A pure and genuine religion, therefore, will not re- 
quire for its support, or for its universal promulgation and ac- 
ceprance by the human race, any name whatever, nor ought except 
the irresistible truths which it shall contain. Such religion will 
possess whatever is valuable in each, and exclude whatever is 
erroneous in all, and in dne time, a religion of this cbaracter, 
freed from every inconsistency, shall be promulgated. ‘Then 
will the world be in possessicn of principles which, without any 
exception, will produce corresponding practices, and then all 
shall see, face to face, clearly and distinctly, and no longer 


a + Bd 


through a glass, darkly. 
Psa ae eee cere re un raw PUREED A 2 | 
FINANCE AND REFORM *. 
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l presume that some of the farmers have not seen my plan of 
Finance (which was circulated by a hand-bill on the 28th March, 
1822, copied into Zhe Black Dwarf of the 5th June, with ad- 
ditional remarks, inserted in The Morning Chronicle of the 22d of 
April and the 19th of June last), and that those who have seen tt 
have not sufficiently appreciated its value, for if tiey had, they 
would call out Joudly for it in preference to any other, as they 
would all have their wants supphed, except their pockets being 
too much Joaded, which the present tines wiil not admit of. As 
to the wealthy landowners, if they would be at the trouble of re- 
examining my plan, they will find more than sufficient substitutes 
for all the oppressive taxes, for these affect all classes as well as the 
poor, i 


In addition to my said plea, | will now answer some objccttons 
that may be made to it, and offer further remarks, ia order to 
prove that the only temperate course to pursue is that which 1 
have pointed out. 

As the controul proposed to be given to Government on th 
lang may he insufcient to meet the consumption in cease of a sud- 
den war, to obviate this, nine or twelve mouths surplus quantity 
of ‘oreign cora should be purchased to meet the quantity required 
while the new corn is growing, and this object would be promoted 
were Government to provide grapvaries rent free. 

Il propose in lieu of twenty miilions of Exchequer Bills without 
interest being issued forlarge Bank of Eugland Notes, thit. Trea- 
sry Notes without iferest should be substituted, in order that 
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We insert this at the request of the author; because we thin k 
Cvery man has a right to be heard upon a public quesion. The 
proposal to get rid of oljectionahle members is not a bad one ; 
but it would be better to prevent their being sent there. Give the 
people Annual Parliaments, Universal Suffrage, and Vote by Bal- 
lot, and we will answer for the good behaviour of their repre- 
sentatives. The plan of Finance, and the mode of providing for 


= poor, recommended by this writer, are entitled to great consi- 
eration, 
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Ministers may still have the power, with the consent of Parliament, 
of issuing Exchequer Bills in case of necessity, and thus prevent 
too many being i incirculation. Should the purchase of bullion to 
the extent formerly recommended be disapproved of, this mode 
would be the means of redeeming a large debt due to the Bank 
Company by the circulation of these notes, then Government 
would maintain ifs proper dignily. 

The cankered root of the evi! began by taxing the Jand, because 
it increased the value of its produce , whici) caused a loss to the 
public in general cn account of the expence of collection, and I am 
ready to prove that all the other oppressive taxes have the same 
effect. 

By particular desire, I ain requested to give some further ex- 
planation of the bettering houses in America. When I was tiere, 
whenever a beggar was seen in the streets, be was carried to one 
of these houses, and asked to what trade he was bred! The 
same kind of work was then given to him, to which he had been 
accustomed, or at least some labour that he was ableto perform.— 
If he would not work he was compelled, and all that he earned 
above the cost of his maintenance and clothing, was reserved and 
civen to him for his own use when heleft. 

As none of the plans proposed for Reform have been approved 
of, with great deference to his Majesty and all his loyal subjects, 
Isuggest the following. viz:—That any five Members (but not 
less) should have aright to move for the expulsion of any indivi- 
dual Member whom they should think unfit for his situation, and 
if expelled, that this should incapacitate liim from having the ho- 
nour of aseat in future. If the motiva is rejected, against what is 
conceived to be the sense of the country, a law should be enacted, 
enabling the minority to callin such aid from without as would 
effect the object, viz. whatever the majority might be, an additio- 
nal number of one hundred exceeding the same ; tur example,should 
the majority be fifty, then one hundred and fifty votes out of doors 
would be required. One month’s notice should be given in the 
public prints to persons qualified to vote who pt possessed pro- 
perty of any kind equal to five hundred pounds per annum, they 
giving proof thereof by making affidavit before the resident Ma- 
gistrate, declaring therein that they are aot influenced by persua- 
sion or any interested motives whatever, the same to be transmit- 
tedto five Members with whom the motion originated. If the 

wealth of any voter be disputed, and his vote afterwards be allow- 
ed, all expences attending such scrutiny should be defrayed by the 
disputants. As most likely the persons offering to vote would ex 
eced the nuinber required, it will only prove the justice of such 
a law being enacted. 

Should the above plan be adepted, the consequence would be, 
thatevery Member would either do his duty, or vacate his seat 
svoner than subject himself to expulsign. 

SOLOMON GOMES DA COSTA. 

Nelson-terrace, Stoke Newington, Feb. 3. 

TO C ORRESP ONDE x TS 

The TitTLr and rnpFx to our last volume, will be given with oul 
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NEW BUDGET.—REDUCTION OF TAXATION. 

The new Chancellor of the Exchequer has made his financial 
debut with great eclat ; and, certainly, compared with his pre- 
decesser, he stands on a commanding eminence. In his cale 
culation, there is a present surplus of seven millions of revenue 
over the expenditure. By the calculation of others, this sur- 
plus is only five, instead of seven; a difference that in ordinary 
accounts would be deemed momentous enough to throw 
discredit upon them; but in so complicated a machine as the 
English system of finance, it appears to excite very little 
surprize; and, unable to unravel the mystery, we must let 
it pass with the remark, that an accurate examination might 
dininish the actual surplus still more. With this, however, 
the public have no means of interfering ; as the minister is deter- 
mined to keep his sinking fund of five, or three millions in 
his own hands; and only two millions are to be remitted in the 
taxation. We do not undervalue this reduction. It leaves 
two millions in a wholesome circulation among the productive 
classes ; instead of transferring them to the drones of the hive. 
This is something gained ; but it isnot gained by any sacrifice 
on the part of the gobbling geese of the state. It arises from 
the improvement of the revenue ; and this arises from the greater 
consumption whicli lowness of prices occasions. This relief is 
properly said by a cotemporary to be given the people by 
themselves .—hut it must not be forgotten that this relief is 
at the expence of the agricultural interest, upon the capital of 
which the revenue is now fattening thus voraciously, 

And on the question of reduction it should alse be recol- 
lected that none has been made in official salaries ; and that if 
ten millions instead of two were taken off, the Ministry would 
still drain from the produce of the land, a greater quantity 
than they ever did by the highest war taxation ;—and as the 
burthens of the country ought to be estimated by the quantity 
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abstracted from the produce of labour, the taxation, instead 
of being diminished, is higher than it ever was before. This 
pretended reduction, then, must not be rated at more than its 
real value. The taxes selected for repeal, or diminution, are 
proper enough. The trifling but vexatious taxes on Jobbing gar- 
deners, and the lower species of taxed carts and ponies, are tobe 
entirely repealed ; and on those of servants, carriages, windows, 
&c., a reduction of 40 per cent isproposed. We trust, however, 
that Mr. Hobhouse will persist in his determination to propose 
the entire repeal of the Window Tax, which is particularly unjust 
and oppressive : and bya very trifling attention to economy, the 
tax could be easily spared. The country gentlemen cannot yet 
get out of the traces in which they liave run so tamely so many 
years. Whether it be from want of spirit, or want of intellect, 
hey cling to the traces of the ministerial car; and though ex- 
hausted and wearied, they have not resolution to stand still. 
They have suffered Mr. Canning to tell them there is no remedy 
to be found for them, but patience; and they have seen and 
felt that patience has only made matters worse and worse, as 
far as they are concerned. Still the ministerial majority is as 
triumphant as ever. Parliamentary and pecuniary jobs have as 
many patrons; and ministers find the tide in the House of Com 
mons fullin their favour. So smooth and yet so strong is the 
current there, thatit matters not who sits at the helm; the wind 
and tide conduct every ministerial measure into safe harbour, 
and good anchorage: while out of doors the ministry have 
neither popularity nor character; are neither respected nor ad- 
mired. This difference of feeling between the people and their 
supposed representatives, can have but one conclusion. The 
breach must widen until it cannot be closed:—and the people 
will then say to their masters—‘ Privileged classes, men apart 
from the people, stand aside, and govern yourselves.” 

The Ministry affect to take a high ground, as to the capacity 
of the country to embark iv a new war: but it is clear that this 
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is all bombast, The country is not prepared for war, with the 
debt upon its back ; nor can it ever be in a condition to wage 
an active war, without it can get rid of this intolerable load. 
Suppose another war were to be maintained at the same ex- 
pence, and be brought to the same conclusion as the last, what 
would be the result? The debt would be encreased to sixteen 
hundred millions, and the taxation to a hundred millions. 
Could this be supported by the nation? If it could not, 
it isnot in a condition, by any means, to go to war ; for this 
encrease of debt and taxation must be the inevitable result even 
of a successful contest: anda disastrous one would be yet 
more expensive. In thc last war, the debt and taxation was 
multiplied three-fold. We have only supposed the next war 
might double it—but every one can see the result could not be 
borne. It might be unwise to publish such statements as these, 
but that the world is as well acquainted with them as we are 
ourselves. Every French Ultra will tell you in direct terms 
that England cannot go to war—that she has anticipated her re~ 
sources for ages to come and may be insulted with impunity. This 
is the feeling throughout the Continent ; and however mistaken 
the world may be oa other points, it is but too correct on this ; 
and hence alone arises the pacific disposition, the amiable con- 
descension of the British Cabinet, and the alteration of our 
foreign policy. Lord Castlereagh could not brook this change. 
impetuous and overbearing, he would chide the storm, instead 
of escaping its fury by a prudent humility—but his colleagues 
had none of his daring, and over-ruled him out of an affectionate 
care for their own interests, and an anxious solicitude for the 
preservation of their places. These wiotives still urge them to 
be quiet, as long as they can; and they are no doubt siucere in 
their desire to prevent the peace of Europe from being disturb- 
ed, lest England should be compelled to take a part in it. 
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PETITIONING THE ORDER OF THE DAY. 





TO THE EDITOR. 
Sir, Feb, 24, 1823. 
It is probable that the example set, a few years back, of 


rejecting Petitions to the House of Commons, because the 
matter of the same was in print, while the signatures were all 
in writing, will never again be followed. Considering the su- 
periority on many accounts of printing to writing, as well as 
that the precedent of rejecting, above alluded to, was by a dis- 
graceful falsification of the Journals of the House ; as well as 
reflecting on the change that has since taken place in the public 
mind, it is, I say, to be presumed, that printed Petitions, if 
again tendered, would no more be rejected. 

But for obviating all apprehensions of the kind in the minds 
of Petitioners, where it is probable that a Petition might be 
adopted by a numerous population, the following mode of pro- 
ceeding is recommended :— 

Ist. The paper to be all of one size. 2d. Each sheet to 
have at the left hand corner and at the top, the word sheet, in 
print. 3dly. The first sheet, in addition to the said word, 
sheet, to have likewise in print, No.1. On this sheet, the ap- 
plication to the House of Parliament, whatever be the style of it, 
to be in writing. 4thly. Each subsequent sheet to have a 
prmted heading, in the following form :— 

* Street, No. [2, 3, 4, &c.] of the [here insert the style, what- 
‘ ever it may be, as in the present case it is, ‘‘ complaint, claim, 
« and petition” ] of [here insert the name of the parish or parishes, 
* place or places. ] 

‘I do hereby certify that the printed form, marked No.—to 
* correspond with the No. of this sheet, did accompany the 
‘same while it lay for receiving signatures, and that the written 
“sheet, marked No. 1, is a true copy of the said printed form; 
‘A. B. , One of the committee of the Petitioners. 

dthly.—That the heading remain attached to the sheet, but 
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covered by the bottom part of the preceding sheet, and sewed 
to the same with thread. 

It may be farther observed, that when any town or towns, 
macounty, have made their application for a constitutional 
reform of the Commons House in an argumentative form at 
considerable length, it may well suffice for other towns, parishes, 
or places within such county, to be more concise, provided 
only they retain what is specifically necessary for distinctly claim- 
ing those rights ef the representation on which public liberty 
depends. 

Thus, in the case of the County of Stafford, «here the town 
of Dudley is taking an honourable lead, any other town, pa- 
rish, or place, in the same county, might say— 

‘Sheweth,—That agreeing with our fellow citizens of the 
‘town of [ Dudley, eras the case might be] in this county, in 
‘the sentiments expressed in the complaint, claim, and Peti- 
‘tion, which, in the present Session of Parliament, they have 
‘addressed to your honourable House, we content ourselves with 
‘distinctly prayiug for a Constitutional Reform of the national 
‘Representation in the Commons House, as follows : — 

"s Universality of Suffrage. 

‘If. Vote by Ballot. 

‘Tf. Election by Districts equaily populous. 
‘TV. Annual Parliaments. 

This mode of proceeding, recommended for its proving that 
the people do now understand both the constitation and their 


own condition, bids so fair to produce such a degree of unani- 
mity as might prove infallible for the restoration of our long- 
lost rights and liberties, that the intelligent and. virtuous parts 
of the community, in ail parts of the kingdom, cannot be sup- 
posed to neglect it. 

I say such a degree of unanimity, because great numbers ate 
interested in the continuance of the present widely-extended 
corruptions, and of course may be expected not to sign such 
petitions, But as none will be so hardy as, in petitions ‘to par- 
lament, to deny the truth of self- evident, or demonstrated 
propositions : ; So none will probably be so wicked and lost to 
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all shame, as distinctly to pray that these propositions shall not 
be attended to by parliament. 

Thus, then, if immense numbers specifically pray for such 
a reform, and none can, by petition, assign a reason why it 
ought not to be carried into effect, such a public opinion as 
ought to prevail, and must prevail, would be manifest. 


J. FITZWILLIAM. 





TRUE CAUSES OF THE HOLY ALLIANCE NOT ATTACKING 
SPAIN. 








Sir Walter Raleigh, when confined in the Tower, a short time 
before bis execution, beheld frum his grating a fracas between 
some gentlemen, w hich, as they all then wore swords, terminated 
fatally. Sir Walter had his eye on the transaction from its 
commencement to its termination. The affair consequently 
came before the public, and had a lega! decision ; but the tes- 
timonies were so contrary as to facts, and the issue so opposite 
to justice, as recorded in the official documents, that he could 
not forbear exclaiming, “ Who, after this shall give credit to 
history ?” 

Dipiomatists, above all others, have most frequent occasion 
to use disguise ; and are generally, above all others, most expert 
at concealing rit. Arecent transaction will fully exemplify this 
observation. Nothing can be more wide of the truth, than the 
Duke of Wellington’s representation that the military difheul- 
ties arising from the mountains in Spain, induce England to look 
with no favourable eye on an attack of the Peninsula, Every 
body knows the rise and principles of the Holy Alliance ; that 
the union which overthrew Bonaparte is preserved to oppose 
any rational system of Liberty, however moderate and just, if 
it militates against their high monarchieal principle. Every one 
knows, in eotisistency with this principle, what has been done 
in Naples and Piedmont. 

The decision of the Congress at Verona, no doubt, was to 
overthrow the present liberal institutions in Spain. Two, and 
only two, possible ways of attaining this object presented 
themselves. Either to march a large French army over the 
Pyrenees ; or to embark a large army of Russians and Germans 
from the Netherlands, and land them under a conv oy of men of 
war, sufficient to repel any resistance from the Spanish fleet, 
in the most convenient parts of the Peninsula. The first threa- 
tened to set France in a flame, and thereby increase the evil. 
The second was supposed easy, as the troops were all at hand, 
and the maritime predominance of England able to convoy 
them safe to their destination, But an unexpected change, of 
Which the continenta, part of the Holy Alliance are com- 
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pletely ignorant, or at least know net how to appreciate, 
lias taken place. Twenty shipsof the line, however easy the 
matter a short time ago, is a force now totally out of the power 
of the English Ministers to command. 

The Marquis of Londonderry, who at the last Congress cut 
the greatest figure, and wasevery thing but royal, knew that 
this would be required ; and that England at this juncture could 
do nothing, and that in the ensuing Congress, he would have 
io sustain a chaiacter, opposite to his former unprecedented 
elevation. He knew the consequence ; but somebody must be 
sent, and no one so proper as the new Duke. 

The truth could not be told. that the control of the House 
of Commons was lost fora time; and that inthe face of ree 
trenchment sanctioned by majorities, any addition to our naval] 
force could not even be mentioned, Therefore the pretty mill- 
tary tale of the difficulty of fighting among hills was invented, 
and confidently asserted with all the irresistable weight of mili- 
tary talent. ‘Te short-sighted Alliance are imposed upon, and 
in all probability to this moment think, that the failure of their 
scheme is owing to the loss of the immitable Marquis :—and 
that inhis absence, a different advice has been givea ina high 
quarter, and that the Noble Duke with all his prowess has not 
the magnanimity, and discernment of his predecessor ; to en- 
ter into the superexcellence of their views. 

But it is not to be wondered at that half-witted Sovereigns, 
and court-educated philosophers, cannot trace minute causes and 
consequences sufficiently to see, that the low price of cornin 
England, by a wonderful, yet natural, concatenation of events, 
is the true cause of securing at present the liberties of Spain. 











Islington. : W.D. 
lca canaa 
MIDDLESEX PETITION. 


This document having attracted much notice, and being censured 
by some who have not made themselves masters of its contents, 
it may be useful to state, that the following resolution, which 
strictly comports in sentiment with the petition, was intended to 
have been moved; but the protracted debate upon the general 
principles of the first occupied sv much time, it was thought ad- 
visable to omit it. 

* Resolved 2.—That duly contemplating the disastrous conse- 
quences occasioned by the unconstijutional contraction of the 
debt, in conjunction with the great and numerous difficulties in 
the way of extricating the nation from its labyrinth of distresses, 
calamities aud dangers, it is the opinion of this meeting, that the 
Herculean and virtuous task is of a nature not at all compatible 
with the capacities, the habits, the corrupt interests and inclinae 
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tions—or rather disinclinations of a race of oligarchs and thcir 
deputies, who have uniformly trod in the steps of all former olli- 
garcns and their deputies ever since the introduction of 
the fatal funding system; and in whom, therefore, no con- 
fidence could be reposed. But that before so great, 
so arduous, and uuspeakably important a work can properly be 
undertaken with any hope of good, or any rational security 
against a public convulsion ; that a complete coustitutional Re- 
form of Parliament is absolutely necessary ; that so, men may be 
appointed thereto, whom the universal nation shall elect for their 
probity, their courage, their industry, ability, and patriotism ; 
and who therefore would be sure of national support, without 
which, success were hopeless: and this meeting are farther of opi- 
nion, that, until a Bill shall actually have passed and received the 
Royal Assent for such Reform, temporizing expedients, not being 
essential features of such complete Reform, ought not to be coun- 
tenanced ; that so, by one comprehensive exertion of public vir- 
tue, political wisdom, and justice tempered with benevolence, ail 
conspiring to one end, our country may be saved,” 

The Freeholders of Middlesex, from Thursday’s Debate in the 
House of Commons, must already see the wisdom of their con- 
duct, in specifically petitioning for those rights of the universal 
people of England, on which their liberty, and consequently their 
property, depends. And Lord John Russell, as spokesman of the 
Whigs, if not under that judicial deprivation of intellect which is 
the prelude of destruction, must likewise perceive, that honestly 
to contend for the rights of the universal nation, is the only mode 
of proceeding for ultimately obtaining that support from the uni- 
versal nation, whereby success can by possibility be commanded. 

In the Middlesex Petition, now lying in all parts of the town for 
the signature of Freeholders, those rights are set forth in four 
plain, intelligib!e, and undeniable propositions ; containing all that, 
when embodied in an Act of Parliament, will constitute a com- 
plete constitutional Reform in the national Representation. 

To nibble at the huge mass of complicated corruptions, under 
which the nation lies erslaved and plundered, even could it suc. 
eeed, must leave enough of that huge mass, for continuing the 
Oppression and the pillage; but how unspeakable is the folly, when 
it is self evident that it canuet succeed; as ihis mode of proceeding 
is too frivolous and too disgusting to find national support, since 
it exposes the advocates of this nibbling to contempt, if not toa 
Violent suspicion of insincerity ! 

The refusal to grant the returns of the nature of our borough 
elections, is an important feature in the annals of reform, Itis 
now officially confirmed that the composition of the borough re- 
presentation is so corrupt and disgraceful, that it cannot be denied, 
and will not bear any exposure to the light. This, coupled with 
Castlereagh’s candid confession that government could not go on 
without hiring noble lords and honourable gentiemen to give it 
their support, gives usa tolerably good general view of the mode 
in which England is managed for the purpose of plunder. We 
like these disclosures: for, given to prove that the system works 
Well, they also point out for whom it works well; and having 
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found out that, the necessity of putting an end to its working be- 
comes every day more apparent, Before a better police put an 
end to the practice, the system of robbery ‘ worked well” on 
Blackheath, for the robbers, until something else was set to work 
on behalf of socicty :—but what would have been thought of a 
law to punish half the rogues, and leave the others to goon pluo- 
dering ? Our moderates may answer this question. ,We subjoina 
brief account of the proceedings to which we allude. They are 
vecessary at present to shew the course of things. They may be 
useful hereafter, for another purpose. 

Borovucnr Exvecrions.—Lord J. F ussert moved a Committee to 
ascertain the right of voting, and the number of voters seading 
members to Parliament in every city and borough in England 
and Wales. He said it was with great surprise he heard that 
the motion would be opposed; as the matter which he sought 
for in aa official form, was already before the public in a 
shape less authentic. ‘There were other facts too in circulation. 
A case had occurred in Cornwall last summer. In a borough of 
that county, a meeting of voters had been held, in which had been 
publickly read a letter from a Noble Lord, a Peer of the realm, de- 
clining any longer to be the patron of that boroug). (Loud 
cheers,) The common report was that his Lordship had been 
so teazed with applications from freemen, and the relatives of 
freemen, for patronage, that he wished to be connected with the 
borough no lounger. It might perhaps be said that the Peer had 
still Kept his interest in the borough, by means of his property. 
But let the House mark what followed. A member of the House 
of Commons had risen in the Corporation, and proposed they 
should make an offer of the part of patron of their borough to 
another Noble Lord, also a Peer of the realin, who had not an 
acre of property within a hundred miles of the borough, and could 
not have any natural connection with it. Mr. Canning opposed 
the motion, which he conceived, if carried, would be more arbi- 
trary and tyrannical than any Parliament had been called upon to 
admit. This was something of the Munchausen traffick in 
interesting stories; because English Parliaments have stooped so 
low as to applaud tyranny of the most monstrous hues—to support 
a tyrant when he committed murder on his wives, and to palliate 
the wanton slaughter of the unoffending. He objected to the pro- 
duction of the charters; being probably aware that many boroughs 
open by charter, are closed by a violation of the charter :—and 
that others, like Old Sarum, not having the means of complying 
with the requisition uf the Charters, they would become null and 
void, if they were dragged into the light. He therefore opposed 
these probable consequences to “ unoffending corporations!’ He 
thought, with all its acknowledged imperfections, the House of 
Commons was still adequate to the discharge of those functions 
which had been intrusted to it—he dreaded change more than he de- 
sired improvement, and he was content with the operation of the 
present system. No man was so absurd as to deny the existence of 
close boroughs. It was admitted that corruption did exist! But 
he opposed the motion as useless, the floating facts on the subject 
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being quite sufficient for all the argument that could be deduced 
from them —Mr. Abercromby remarked that similar returus had 
been granted for Seotland, ard could not perceive any reason for 
the refusal.— Mr. Peel opposed the motion, of course; and asked, 
if the noble Lord proposed, as by his plan of Reform he did, to 
retain some of the boroughs, was it prudent to seek to disclose 
their deformities ?—Mr. Creevey supported the motion ; and quoted 
from the reign of Elizabeth, a speech of a Member, to shew that 
originally none but resident burgesses were qualified for election 
as representatives. This had a tendency to prevent the trafficking 
in voles by strangers who bought them to sell to the Ministers. 
The case was now different. Peers who became the purchasers of 
boroughs, went down in the face of day, and were regularly intro- 
duced to their bargains. The respectable and philosophical Mem- 
ber for Bodmin, (Mr. D. Gilbert} had, he believed, given possession 
of a number of freemen to a noble Lord. He only knew this 
through the newspapers, but the ingenious and philosophical re- 
presentative of Bodmin seemed to admit the fact. The noble Peer 
went down and took possession of his purchase, as another man 
would of an ordinary estate. The House, in such a state of things, 
ought to interfere. There was no difficulty in giving the dates of 
the different Charrers—the names of the Kings and Queens under 
which they were granted, and the number of electors; unless the 
House was really ashamed of the exposure of its defective Consti- 
tution.—Lord Milton made a few observations on the contradiction 
between Mr. Canning and Mr. Peel; the former atleging that 
the system was fitting and proper: and the latter, that it would 
not be prudent to expose its defects, On the division, there were 
ninety for the motion, and 128 against it. We should like to have 
the number of the constituents of the majority laid before the pub- 
lic. It might then be seen that a number not exceeding twice that 
amount, usurp the Government of the country. 











THE BERESFORD JOB 





Except Mr. Canning’s Lisbon Job, we know of no greates 
instance than this of the profligate waste of the public money. 
The Portuguese Government has rewarded the Peninsular ser- 
vices of this great man with a title and an estate, said to be 
worth 4,000], per annum. In 1814, he was raised to the Bri- 
tish Peerage, with a pension of 2,000l. a year, as a sort of 
pocket money for wearing his English title. Since that he has 
been made Governor of Jersey, with a salary of 12411. 10s. 9d. 
per annum, besides the perquisites and patronage of the station. 
He had before the nay of a Genesal, and that of 2 Colonel! of 
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a regiment into the bargain, making 1,0001. per annum more. 
Yet this man, so splendidly quartered upon the public purses 
of two countries already, is selected for the holdership of a 
sinecure of 1,5001. in addition ; and yet the Ministers dare talk 
of economy. Every town, every parish, every hamlet, ouglit to 
make the House of Commons resound with petitions against 
this vile and indefensib'e job. It is pretended the Lieutenancy 
of the Ordnance is not a sinecure; but either it is.one, or this 
Beresford is not qualified for the duties, unless the Governor- 
ship of Jersey, and all his other appointments, are sinecures ; 
which we are inclined to believe is the case; and that the Lieu- 
tenancy of the Ordnance is another thrown in to make up 
6,000). a year. How much honester it would be to do away 
with all these titles, and catalogue the state paupers according 
to the sums they receive: thus,—Lord Beresford, receiver of 
6,000]. per annum, &c. 

If there were any case of want, or of neglected services, made 
out, there might be some excuse fora man holding one oflice, 
towhich there was a good salary attached, and but very little 
duty ; but for such a manto hold four or tive lucrative posts 
is really a public insult, as well as a robbery of the public. 


Mr. Hume brought forward the question on Wednes‘lay last ; 
and recapitulated the arguments he had before used against 
the office. He was answered very flippantly by Mr. Ward, whe 
said it would be better to abolish his office, than that of the Lieu- 
tenant Generals’;—and he argued ils vast importance from the 
rank of those who had condescended to take the public money for 
doing nothing. He was profuse in his assertions that there was 
duty to be performed; but he took especial care not to specify 
what the duties were ; except that ke had to visit the arsenal at 
Woolwich, which reminds us of the Duke of York’s ten thousand 
a-year for visiting his father. Mr. Ward went on to make a state- 
ment, which, with all our respeci for Members of Parliament on 
the right side, we do not believe, viz., that his salary was 3001. 
per annum less than the salary of his predecessors, in 1796, 
though he (Mr. Ward) did ten times the business. Neither of these 
assertions do we credit; and if the rest of his assertions are of 
equal value, they are, most decidedly, not worth reporting :— 
—Mr. J. Wituiams, to shew that ministers were systematically 
tosincere in their professions of econony, pointed out the compul- 
sory reductions of the two Lords of the Adiiralty, and the Post- 
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master General; which would never have been effected if the. 
ministry could have prevented them.—Mr. Cannina then rose, 
and treated the House with a repetition of the speech of Mr. 
Ward, probably fearing that it had made no impression in the minds 
of the majority, though their votes were secured. He called the 
charges of Mr. Hume slanderous, and calumnious; and assumed 
al] that effrontery of face, with which he defended his own pocket- 
ing of the thousands of the Lisbon job. Nay, he even called upon 
the House te admit, what it could not believe, that the new ap. 
pointment was the most virtuous thing imaginable. It was not to 
he expected, he argued that the great Duke of Wellington was to 
merge his great talents in the ordinary routine of the duties of his 
office ; although his great grace has no objection to the mechanical 
employment of putting the salarv into his pocket. Mr. Canning 
repeated the old story, of its being offered to Lord Hopetoun and 
Lord Hill, and rejected by them: and, as if conscious his word 
needed authoritiesto support it, he condescended to read some 
Jetters in which the offers were made ; but he did not weaken the 
fact that Lord Beresford did obtain this post by his family influence, 
a fact which all the declarations of all the Dukes in the empire, nor 
all the Ministers to boot, would at all disprove. The contrivances 
to evade public detection are too well known. Mr. Hume in reply 
admitted that he was not able to rant and flourish in the passionate 
manner of Mr, Canning ; nor was he disposed to imitate the boast- 
ing of Mr. Ward, who talked of doing business himself, which it 
occupied a legion of clerks to do for him. Al! the encrease of bu- 
siness was provided for by these clerks, and the principals had 
little to do beyond the fatigue of receiving their salaries. They 
wanted one distinguished man at the head of an office, like the 
figure head of a ship, to look well; and then they must have 
another distiaguished individual to pretend to do the business, and 
this was called economy. Mr. J. Macdonald wished the motion 
withdrawn, and a committee of enquiry appointed ; but Mr. Can- 
ning saw his troops were ready, and victory secure, and refused to 
permit it tobe withdrawn. A divisionthen took place, and 73 
were found to vote in consistency with the promise of economy 
held out in the Kings’ speech,' but the minister found 200 who 
thought useless appointmeuts were convenient things to those who 
held them, or might. have an eye to them. 

On this debate we cannot avoid remarking that Mr. Brougham, 
Mr. Abercrombie, and Sir F. Burdett, who induced Mr. Hume not 
to couple his motion with the question of Supply, and at wkose 
instance it was actually postponed, were neither of them in the 
House wher the ‘ebate took place, or did not wait for the division ! 
When Mr. Hume is again accused of placing his friends in a dis- 
agreeable dilemma, he may return the compliment. The result 
of the postponement we pointed out just as it has occurred. Mr. 
Canning, so mild, so modest, and so anaious for forbearance when 
he was unprepared, wasall fire and fury. when bis Janissaries had 
mounted guard, and he saw Mr. Hume deserted by the most im. 
portant of those who have becn called his friends. What can the 
Whigs mean? Is there any secret chara: in the gilded nonsense of 
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Mr. Canning. He would not speak a second time, if any one 
there had courage to beard his fallacies. 


To illustrate somewhat of the glaring nature of this rank job 
we shall subjoin a moderate enumeration of the immense re- 
venues, which this Beresford family and its connections derive 
from the public purse. It will strongly illustrate the fact, that 
government in England is the trade, and carried on for the be- 
nefit, of particular families; some hundred of which nave con. 
irived to get the helm almost exclusively into their hands, and 
care not what hazards they steer amongst, if they make a pro- 
fitable venture for themselves. Nay, it is probable, they would 


run her ashore if they were sure of having the plunder of the 
wreck to themselves. 


THE BERESFORD FAMILY—-THEIR PLACES, PENSIONS. 


Henry de la Poer Beresford, created Marquis of Waterford, 
1796, K. P., Custos Rotulorum of the County of Waterford, in 
Ireland, and in the same year created a Peer of Great Britain. 

The Right Honourable and Most Reverend Lord Juhn George 
de la Poer Beresford, next brother to the Marquis, D.D., Prelate 
of the Order of Saint Patrick, Visiter of Trinity College, Dublin, 
Archbishop of Armagh, and Primate of all Ireland. The emolu- 
ments of the Primacy cannot be stated with any thing like accu- 
racy, but it is considered the most splendid gift at the dispusal of 
the Crown, and some high authorities have estimated its value at 
not less than 150,000] per annum. 

The Honourable Williain Beresford was Archbishop of.Tuam, 
and Primate of Connaught, (since dead.) 

The Right Reverend George de la Poer Beresford, D. D., Bishop 
of Kilmore, 1802: 

The Right Hon. and Reverend George dela Poer Beresford, 
Provost of the Archbishoprick of Tuam, Vicar Choral of Cotk and 
Rose, Prebend of Inniscarra, diocese of Cloyne, Rector and Vicar 
of ditto, and of Matchy in the same diocess, and Chaplain or Cu- 
rate of Kilmurry. 

The Hon. and Reverend William Beresford’, Rector and Vicar of 
Cloon, diocese of Ardagh, 323 acres of glebe, Prebend of La- 
ceagh, diocess of Tuam, and Vicar of ditto, and of Beldare, Kil- 
benna, Kilconla, Liskeery, Ardregoole and 4 of Clare. 

_The Honourable and Reverend George Beresford, Rector and 
Vicar of Feanagh, diocess of Ardagh, 708 acres of glebe. 

The Reverend Charles Cobb Beresford, Rector of Termenma- 
suirk, diocese of Armagh, and two Churches, 400 acres of glebe 
and house, Rector and Vicar of Killasheer, diocess of Kilmore, 


1,300 acres of glebc, Reyistrar of the Metropolitaa apd Cunsisto- 
rial Court, Dublin. 
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Reverend J, H. Beresford, Prebend of Kilrostnty, diocess of 
Kilmore, and Rector of ditto, Rector of Ahern, and of Ballynoe, 
diocess of Cloyne. 

John Beresford, Registrar of the Consistoral Court, diocess 
of Kilmore. 

Reverend H. §. Beresford, Curate to the Reverend James 
Hewetson, Incumbent of Killinothy, diocese of Down !—and here 
ends the Clerical part of the family as far as they can be traced. 

During the last Session of Parliament, a return (being P. P. No, 
596) was ” made to the House, of ail persons in Ireland deriving in- 
comes out of the revenue or taxes of Ireland, under the head of 
Superannuations and Pensions; the aggregate of which exceeds 
400,000]., or more than one-tenth of the entire net revenue; and 
at pape 26 of the said return is the following item, viz. :— 

J. C. Beresford, £2,337 10 0} oo Fel 

H. B. Beresford, 2,337 Io of a ' 1829, 

Charles Trench, 1,050 0 O| 17 May 
making a total of no less than 5,275!. per annum, as a pension for 
loss of ” office, without stating what office was held, or how long 
it was held, or without any “act of Parliament being cited autho. 
rizing the grant of such pension, but it is merely cited as granted 
by authority of the Lords of the Treasury!!! In another page of 
the same return, another Beresford is noted as receiving a pension 
of 75|. per annum, as having been purse-bearer to an ex-Lerd 
Chancellor. 

By another paper, No. 542, laid before Parliament last Session, 
Lord George Thomas Beresford is returned, as being Member of 
Parliament for the County of Waterford, and as holding the office 
of Comptroller of the King’s Household, with a salary of 880i. 13s. 
per annum, and the rank of Major-General in the army—pay and 
emoluments of which is not stated; and at page 18 of the same 
paper. Sir John Poer Beresford, Bart. “» 18 returned as being Mem- 
bec of Parliament for the Borough of Coleraine, and as being 
an Admiral of the Red, in commission on the Leith station; 
pay and emolument of which not stated, but including allowances 
for secretary, clerk, and table, we believe it is 3,786]. per annum. 

At page 6 of the same paper, the right hon. Sir G. F. Hill (mar 
ried toa Beresford) is returned as being Member of Parliament for 
— = of Londonderry, and receiving a salary of 2,000]. per ann., 

Vice Treasurer of Ireland, (quite a useless place) and also a pen- 
sion of 2,265. 13s. 9d4d. Irish, as ex clerk of the House of Com- 
mons of Ireland. 

Another Beresford is, we believe, married to a Knox, Dean vi 
Down, and a relation of the Bishop of Londonderry, and of Lord 
Northland. 

The Member of Parliament for Dungannon, in the county of Ty 
rone, is the Hon. T. Knox. 

On the 17th of September, 1806, a pension by Sign Manual, of 
600!. per annum, was granted to Lady Almeira “Carpente r, a 
daughter of the Earlof Tyrconnel, and sister to the Marchioness eo! 
Waterford. 

We arc not aware of any very close tics or connexion belween 
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the families of Beresford and Trench, although the way in which 
the name of Trench is coupled with that of Beresford at page 26 
of the Irish Pension List, as well as the prefix of La Poer to 
both names, would imply something like a connexion. The hon. 
William La Poer Trench is the present Archbishop of Tuam, and 
brother of the Earl of Clancarty, whose faculty for business was 
such as enabled him at once to sustain the ostensible offices of 
Ambassador to the King of the Netherlands, and joint Post- 
Master-General in London, and whose relations on the Pension 
List, would very considerably extend the present exposition, F. W. 
Trench, a Lieutenant-Col. in the army, is M. P. for the Borough of 
Cambridge. 

The extent of the Parliamentary influence, deducible from the 
preceding statement, is as follows :— 

Lord George T. Beresford Waterford County. 
Sir John Poer Beresford ‘ Colerain. 

Sir G. F. Hill ; Londonderry. 
Hon. T. Knox. : Dungannon. 

Col. F. W. Trench ‘ : Cambridge. 

In addition to which, Sir John Poer Beresford has just now va- 
cated his seat for Coleraine, in consequence of the succession of 
Lord Ossulton to the Peerage, which occasions a vacancy fora 
Member of Parliament for the borough of Berwick, in the vici- 
pity of which the Beresfords have an interest in some property of 
the Tyrconnells ; which, together with the influence occasioned 
by his command on the Leith station, induces Sir John to consider 
himself entitled to the suffrages of the independent electors of 
Berwick, and he is likely to be returned accord:ngly ; and Coleraine 
being a borough in which the suffrage is vested in a self-elected 
Corporation of twelve persons, they will doubtless returna member 
favourable to the views and dictates of their patron, and the pri- 
macy, as has always been the case, influences the menber for the 
borough of Armagh, as the seat of the Primate. 


Now the circumstances which have given rise to the exhibition of 


this great family picture are the following, viz. The appcint- 
ment of W. C, Lord Beresford to the situation of Lieut.-General 
of the Ordinance, vacant by the Death cf Sir Hildebrand Oakes, a 
situation which a Commission of Military Inquiry in 1811 reported 
to Parliament (even then, in the time of war) to be useless, and 
as adding nothing to the efficiency or good of the service, and 
recommended its abolition on the demise or resignation of the 
then incumbent. But our readers will remember a report being 
Current a few weeks ago, that Lord W. C. Beresford had made ap- 
plication for the place, and held out threats of influencing his 
family and connexions to withdraw or withhold their votes in Par- 
liament from the support of the present administration, if his ap- 
plication was not complied with. Whatever credit may or may 
not be due to such report, in spite of the recommendation 
of the Commissioners of Military Inquiry, and in the 
face of the reiterated assurances of his Majesty at the open- 
ig of every sessiou of Parliament for the last four or five years, 
that every possible retreuchinent and cconowy sheuld be enforce 
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in every department of the Government—in the face of all this, 
and in violation of regard for the feelings and good common senge 
of the people, on Tuesday the 11th instant, Lord W. C. Beresford 
was gazelted to the situation in question, viz. Lieutenant-General 
of the Ordnance; in consequence of which, on the following day, 
on its being moved in Parliament for the House to resolve itself 
into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Hume dilated on the appoint- 
ment, and after expatialing on the enormous emoluments which 
the Beresfords derive from the public, and ascribing it their to influ. 
ence in Parliament, concluded by moving an amendment to the 
question, that the Speaker should leave the chair—‘** That the 
Commissioners of Military Inquiry, in their 13th report made in 
1811, expressed their belief that the office of Lieutenant-General 
of the Ordnance was not necessary nor useful, and the {House is of 
opinion that the recent appointment of Lord Beresford is inconsis- 
tent with the reiterated professions of economy contained in the 
speeches from the Throne.” 
»: We shall now merely exhibit the other emoluments which Lord 
Beresford derives from the public, and leave the whole to the 
reflection and judgment of our readers to draw their own conclu- 
si00e 

Lord William C. Beresford is the same person so familar to the 
readers of the Gazette during the Peninsular war, and for whose 
gallant services in Portugal he was rewarded by the Government 
of that country with the title of Count of Trauccsa, and Marquis 
of Campo Major, with an estate estimated to produce about 4,000. 
peranaum. And, in 1814, at home, in conjunction with his gal. 
lant companions in arms, Generals Hope, Graham, Colton, and 
Hill, was rewarded with a Peerage and a Pension of 2,000I. per an- 
num, except General Hope, who was created Lord Hopetoun, who 
had the manliness and virtue to appreeiate the offer of the pension, 
but he declined the accepting of it; whilst Lord Beresford, in the 
spirit which seems inherent in his family, of all being too little, 
sought for and obtained the appointment of Governor of Jersey, 
with a salary of 1,241]. 10s. 9d. per annum, in addition to which, 
he isin the pay of a Lieutenant General, and Colonel of a Regi- 
meat, together 1.000]. per annum; andthe Lieutenant General- 
ship of the Ordnance is 1,500]. or 1,600|. more, making a total of 
about 6,000:,!:! 





—— - — 


MISCELLANIES. 








Lineration or Mr. Rivcway.—Mr. D. Ridgway was liberated 
from Lancaster Castle on Tuesday the 11th inst., after an impri- 
sonment of twelve months in that bastile, for selling Mr. Carlile’s 
New Year’s Address to the Reformers. A few days before the 
expiration of his sentence, a nondescript sort of document was 
received by Mr. Higgin, the gaoler, who at first thought the droll 
article was an habcas to bring Mr. R. before the Judges in London, 
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and he ordered Mr. R. to prepare for his journey accordingly ; but 
on consulting with his learned adviser, they agreed that it was only 
a warrant to enforce Mr. R. to put in bail to meet the charge of 
the Bridge Street Gang, or remain in durance vile till the assizes. 
Mr. Ridgway then wrote to his friends in Manchester, to put in 
hail. Avylication for that purpose was accordingly made at the 
New Bailey, but the clerk of the peace said that it was an habeas, 
and that bail must be putin, in London. The sheriff was written 
to on the subject, but he said that he had no authority either to 
take bail, or detain Mr. R. Accordingly, on the 11th, Mr. Ridg- 
way, after all this jumble and confusion, was set at liberty with- 
out giving bail to the charge preferred against him by Murray and 
Co, of Bridge-street notoriety. 


The accession of our most gracious sovereign on the 29th ult., 
was celebrated with more than usual loyalty in Boston, if noisy 
inebriety be its leading feature. ‘he Mayor gave a cold collation 
in the evening, and it is admitted by many who partook of his 
beneficence, that they never witnessed such a Bacchanalian scene at 
any previous loyal an! ‘ social-order’ meeting, The little chil- 
dren of Boston were every one awoke in the morning with the 
roaring of cannon, afier the manner prescribed by Ben Franklin, 
for rousing the Parisians. But the anotversary of the accession of 
George the Fourth is also the anniversary of Thomas Paine’s 
birth-day, and many Bostonians there are possessed of more 
esteem fora ‘ dead lion’ than a § living dwarf’—metaphorically 
only and under favour be it spoken—who, in different private 
companies, upon the firing of the first cannon, substituted for 
the usual toast, ‘the immortal memory of Paine !’"—Stam/ford 
News. 

Orance Lovactry,—Asa specimen of the mode in which the 
Orange party celebrate the late acquittal at Dublin, we extract 
the following passage from the Freeman’s Journat .—In Mount- 
mellick, Queen’s County, the display has been still more striking, 
and the insults to the Lord Lieutenant and the Attorney General 
still more emphatic and significant. The following is anextract of 
a letter from Mountmellick, dated the 13th instant: —** About one 
hundred Orangemen assembied here on the evening of Tuesday last, 
to celebrate the acquittal of their Dublin brethern. Having as- 
sembled at their Lodge-room, they proceeded in the most tumul- 
tuous manner, holloaing and huzzaing through the town. They 
bore inthe cavalcade what imported to be the figure of a lawyer 
dressed in hisrobes, with the words * ea officio’ in large letters af- 
fixed to his breast. The effigy was drawn by an ass, and support- 
ed by a person dressed in the character of a hangman, with his 
face and hands blackened. The car was preceded by a man of the 
sane order, The procession arrived at thal part of the town where 
the Orange flag stands, a gallows was erected, and this miscreant 
Sheriff spoke thus: ** William Cooyngham Plunkett, you have 
been found guilty of treason ; have you any thing to say for your- 
self, why you should not be hanged?” To which another of the 
mod made answer, “ Nou ;” when the said Sheriff again said, 
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‘© William Conyngham Plunkett, by the laws of our town you are 
condemued to die, and your sentence is, that you do hang by the 
neck until you are dead, aud then your body shall be committed to 
the flames.”? He then turned to the hangman, and ordered him to 
do his duty. ‘The effigy was then hanged, and set fire to, andé, 
when nearly cousumed, the hangman cried out, ** Behold the 
head of a Traitor !”’ 


Tue GrRaxnDMOTHER oF Queens Mary ann Anne.—Ahbout the 
year 1625, there came to London a poor country wench, to get 
employment; and, nothing better offering, she engaged to con- 
vey beer by the gallon, on her head, from a brewhouse. Being 
lively and handsome, her master fancied her, and made her his 
wife, soon after leaving her a widow, with considerable property. 
Unable to read or write, she called in rs aid of one Hvde, an at- 
tocuey, who, liking her fortune, made her his wife. By her, Hyde 
had children; and afterwards, being returued to Parliament, was 
made Chancellor, and created Earl of Clarendon. Janes, the 
Duke of York, having debauched one of his daughters, the Earl 
compelled him to marry her; and the fruits were Queens Mary 
and Anne, whose grandmother was, of course, the very country 
wench of sixty years preceding.—This is a good treat for the 
sticklers for high birth. 


Leoat Vro.ence.—Though we every now and then see inst ances 
of passion on ‘ the Bench,” nowise accordant with our notions of 
official dignity, justice, or humanity, yet not even the most violent 
of George the Fourth’s judges ventures quite so far as one of his 
predecessors in the reign of the Second Charles. <A bookselle: 
named Snuth was c harged with having in his shop an obnoxious 
pamphlet; upon which the Chief Justice (Scroggs) told him, “ he 
sneadil make him an example—use him like a boor in Fr: ince, and 
pile him and all the booksellers up in prison like faggots :” and so 

conunitted him to jail, “ swearing and cursing at him in great fury.” 
On another occasion, says the historian, “ the said Chief Justice 
committed, in like manner, Jane Curtis, she having a husband and 
children, for selling a book called ‘ A Satyr against Injustice,’ 
which his Lordship called a libel against himself; and her friends 
tendering suflicient bail, he swore by the name of God she should 
go to prison, and ue ie show her no more mercy than they 
could e xpect from a wolf that came to devour them.’ ’__This is cer 
tainly somewhat worse than telling a detendawt, when making but 
too plain a defence, that he was uttering “ unintelligible trash,” ss 
Mr. Justice Best told ‘Yonbridge the other day. 


Nosie Repry—rThere is a very instructive as well as amusing 
article in the last Rerrospective Revrew, under the head ot! 
‘¢ Character and Anecdotes of Charles the Second,” from which 
we extract the following instance of ferocity in that *‘ good natured 
Monarch,” as Hume is pleased to term him :—“ After the fight 
at Bothwell-bridge, it has been objected to the Duke of Monmout, 
that in putting a stop to the execution which men were doing on the 
fiying Covenanters, he had neglected the King’s service, and court- 
ed the people, In this strain did the Duke of York talk of 3t; and 
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{ harles himselt said, that‘ it HE had@®been there, they should not 
have had the trouble of prisone rs!’ Monmouth replied, * he could 
not kill men in cold blood—that was work only for butchers.”’’ But 
Charles, in fact, was irritable and vindictive, when his Royal self 
was at all concerned, as the following anecdote will sufficientl 

prove ‘ It was proposed totax the playhouses, which Sir John 
Berkenhead objected to, saying that they had been of great service 
ro the King. Upon this Sir John Coventry playfully desired that 
ventleman to explain “ whether he meant the men or women play- 
ers, This yoke SO angered the vood- natured’ sovereign, that he 
had the meanness and barbarity to get Sir John Coventry waylaid 
hy some of his euards, who slit his nose to the bone '—O these 
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POETRY. 


WAR SONG OF THE SPANIARDS. 


“Oh! af there be on th is €: arthily sphe re 
A hoon an onerine Lie: a "n holds de Tih 
“Tis the last Libation liberty draws 
from the heart that bleeds and breaks in her cause !” 
Moorr 
Arise! ve Spaniards, Free dom calls, 
And echoes through your tathers’ halls ! 
Rise, men of ‘Spain! rise in your mig bit 
for Freedom beckons to the fight. 


‘fhe banner of Libertv waves— 
‘The war song is ringing around ! 


Wo would live cowards and slaves? 


Who would breathe on a despot-rul’d ground ¢ 


Shall the laurels our ancestors wore 
$e stain’d in an unfoughten tield ? 

Vhey shall reek with our own blushing gore, 
Ere freemen to tyrants shall yield! 


Pour your thousands of hireling slaves 

On the soil where we first drew our breath! 
Tt the y conquer, ‘twill be o’er our graves- 

[f they triumph, ’twill be in our-death ! 


Descend trom the mountains to dare 
ihe wrath of our freedom-girt land, 
And your widows shall mourn that ye eer 
Met Spaniards with ball and with brand. 


Use falsehood—bring chains with your power ; 
Bring myriads to fetter the free ! 

But, tyrants ' our slavery’s hour 
You parasite s never shall see, 


Edinouton he | ela 


SS Ce a Sie te be 
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TUNE—““ 4 COBLER THERE WAS.” 




































I sing of the Clergy, attend to my strain, 

A body so pious you'll ne’er meet again ; 

Staunch sons of the Church, orthodox in belief, 

With the Bishop of ——-— Commander in Chief, 
Derry down, down, hey derry down. 


Their work is laborious, what pray’rs do they read ? 
Churching women, baptizing, and burying the dead ; 
But who can define the vast toil that abounds, 

From their drinking, and gaming, and following the heunds? 


Derry down, Nc. 


They say (sure they think us a nation of fools) 
They are mov’d by the spirit to cure all our souls ; 
But what sort of spirit ’tis, no one need ask, 

ay We fear’tis a sprrit that springs from the CASK. 


Derry down, &c. 


wy The tythes were intended the poor to support, 

To repair and build Churches, where all might resort ; 
To the share of the Clergy a third part did fall. 
But the fat pamper’d Parson now pockets them all. 





‘iia the pple 


Derry down, &c. 


A Derry down, &c- 

f 

5 They pocket them all, and yet far from content, 

# . A number of Items besides they invent ; 

a , Peter’s-pence, Easter-offerings, they bring in so pat, 

i Oblations, obventions, and the devil knows what. 


With such impositions they’ve long fleec’d the poor, 

But no more will the people such tréatment endure; 

Already they’ve got a sad rap on the sconce, 

Peter Watson has made them look two ways at once. 
Derry down, &c. 


Ye Britons! resist ev’ry unjust demand, 

Against such oppressors now make a firm stand; 

When they call for these pues, let. your answer be this— 

O! yes, Sir, we'll pay you—when Watson pays his. 
Derry down, &c. 


South Shields. SCOTCH SANDY. 
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